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Tales from the Archives 


Sporadic accounts of research and progress in Williamson-Collins genealogy 


Using words like “Kernick” and “Smeeth” will get you 
thrown out of most Scrabble tournaments (and some eS epiasiacae 
pubs), but not in Pencuke! At least, not right away. ee PEPER aa Ts 


So, what’s a Kernick? According to the Dictionary of 
American Family Names, it’s derived from Middle 
Cornish kernyk, meaning “little corner” or “little horn.” 
But what do Americans know about Cornwall? It’s just 
some paranormal outfield-of-dreams boundary in Iowa, 
isn’t it? 

Others say it’s from the Cornish karnek, meaning 
“rocky place.” Maybe it’s both, like a little corny 
place. Or a corner made out of little rocks. Very small 
rocks that float, like most witches didn’t. There are 
several places in Cornwall called Kernick, and no 
doubt each has its own mythology. A surname derived 
from a place is called toponymic. 


Our Kernicks came from none of them. 


And a Smeeth? Obviously it is the name for someone 

who forges metal called “wrought eeron” and bashes it 

into useful stuff like naeels and EE-beams to breedge 

reevers and keep people from falling into karneks. A 

surname derived from an occupation is called an ", 
 saah 


occupational surname. oe ar fi LBS : | 
Detail from A new Improved Map of Cornwall, 1750. 


Our Smeeths were farmers. 


Kernicks, Smeething Around Pencuke! 


eep in mind that no one in our living family remembered Elizabeth — (1841-1922) 

those names when we began scrabbling at this tale. Even + John Clifford (1834-1915) 

Irene McBain" knew her maternal grandmother only as married 10 Jan 1862 
Elizabeth. Irene was 15 years old when Elizabeth (and Irene’s 


father, who was actually older than her grandmother) died in 1922. Sarah Jane Clifford (1865-1941) 
There were some long generations in the McBain-Clifford family, ie preiie heel 
and many children, all going different directions. Indeed, the first eae 
time the children of Sarah Jane Clifford and William McBain had — - 

: hae? eee Lillian (Irene) McBain (1906-1999) 
ever gathered together in the same room was at a family “reunion + 1.C. (Kelly) Williamson (1903-1981) 
in Calgary in 1964! Irene was the second-youngest at age 57. a m. 6 Jul 1929 


In about 1980, we received a fascinating and inspiring page of 
family facts from her daughter Beryl. This is what we knew about our ancestors in the Clifford branch: 


Osborne : 
Sarah Jane Clifford Osburn, Ont. July 25,1865-------------September 20,1941 February 28,1884 
(father: John Clifford London, Ont. 1834----August 15,1915 Mother: Elizabeth England 1840-June 24,1922) 


* Hint: You can read this from beginning to end, but the PDF document contains bookmarks for each chapter. You can also zoom to see 
maps and stuff. Note also that we use three types of superscripts: Lower case roman numerals, for “endnote” reference citations (last few 
pages); Symbols, for handier explanatory footnotes (like this one); and Digits, for distinguishing ancestral generations (explained later). 
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a9. S 
Not a lot to go on! And although we didn’t know it at the time, the fact that John Clifford was born in 
London, Ontario in 1834 was terrible news. It was just way too early to be having kids here! Before 
1867, record-keeping in Canada West (or Upper Canada, as it was called before 1841) was very spotty. 
? Even after confederation when Ontario mandated provincial 
M rs» S. Mc Ba in ; civil registration of births, marriages and deaths, it took 
‘Postmistress, 


several years for it to be done religiously, so to speak. 
Dies, Aged 77 


There are some earlier regional marriage registers that have 
Mrs. Sarah Jane McBain, 77, 


survived, and some church books or circuit records for 
some denominations in some places. We had actually found 
1850s Williamson records in the Wesleyan Methodist 


former post ; . . ae ; 
Glandabuye, oh me ’ Pra a baptismal register during a visit to the United Church 
|family have served in similar capa- archives in Toronto. But no Cliffords. 


city 44 years, died . . 
Selkirk "Genteal heanit py in he} Sarah was supposed to have been born in Osburn, Ontario 


Mrs. McBain was born July 25,] in 1865. This was family knowledge, and it even made the 
1865, at Osburn, Ont., and came) € papers. But there are two problems with this vital stat: 
to Manitoba in 1876, settling at 
|Balmoral. She was married there! 1. 1865 < 1867 
to her late husband, on July 28 | 2. There is no Osburn, Ont. 
1884. Six years later the family 
moved to Clandeboye, where Mr. 
McBain became postmaster in 1897, | 
when the post office was moved! 
from Muckle's farm to their dis- 
trict. ) 
Following her husband's death In 
1942- Mrs. McBain assumed duties) 
/as postmistress and continued in| 


Math and geography teaming up against us! And it gets 
worse: There has never been an Osburn, Ont. History, 
piling on too. Full curricular matricide! If her name had 
been Sarah Connor, we would have been freaking out. 


Ok, so Terminators from the future didn’t do it, yet. 


{that city until four years ago 


‘when her son, Frank, took over the | 


| duties, 

Mrs. McBain is survived by 
eight daughters: Mrs. FE, Shore, 
Shell Lake, Sask.; Mrs. J. Vance, 
Bethune Sask.: Mrs. G. Wise, Port 
Arthur; Mrs. W. Graham, Saska- 
toon; Mrs. F, Jordan, Portage la 
Prairie; Mrs. F. McAuley, Clande- 
boye; Mrs. C. Williamson, Clande- 
boye, and Mrs. W. Sutherland. 
Clandeboye; three sons: William, 
of Bethune; John, serving with the 


/R.C.A.F., and Frank, postmaster; | 


also 38 grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 

The funeral service will be held 
at 2.30 p.m. Tuesday in Clande- 
boye United church, of which she 
was a member. Rev. J. M. Tay- 
lor will officiate, and burial wil] 
be in the family plot. The Gilbart 
funeral chapel is in charge of the 


Pallbearers will be: 
Muckle, 


MecLure 
R. Sutherland, D. R. 


|Cranin, A. McDonald, J. R. Leask | 


and E. K. McRae. 
The Winnipeg Tribune, 


Monday, 22 Sep 1941, page 19. 


funeral. j 


In looking for the family, we first noticed a township called 
Osborne in the Lambton district, due west of London, Ont. 
but almost to Sarnia. The area kinda made sense, but we 
could find no reference to a Clifford family there. 


Fortunately, long before the machines rose up and digitized 
everything, the 1871 census of Ontario had been indexed by 
eyeball and hand at the Ontario Genealogical Society, and 
the Toronto Reference Library held their books and the 
corresponding microfilms. A sequential search finally led 
us to the right John Clifford, in Stephen Township, north of 
London. We found the young family of John and Elizabeth 
Clifford there. But while scanning through the microfilm of 
the surrounding South Huron district, we happened to see 
another township in the list called Usborne. Maybe? 


John Clifford’s parents and several siblings are buried in 
Putnam, Ontario, just east of London. We were closing in 
on the right spot, surely. 


The area today shows almost no trace of a place called 
Usborne, or Stephen," but Google Maps (link in the 
endnotes) reveals yet another clue. On the road between 
South Huron and London is another little farming town 
called...Clandeboye. 
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Neither a Kermed nor an Osburnian Be 


k, let’s not get ahead of our former selves. Finding a Clandeboye in Ontario was just plain 

confusing, because the other Clandeboye—in Manitoba—was the McBain homestead. The 

Cliffords settled in Balmoral (in early records it was the Rural Municipality of Rockwood). 
Sarah Clifford wouldn’t marry into the future Clandeboye clan for another census and a half, and her 
parents John Clifford and Elizabeth certainly had no influence over the Manitoba place name, or even 
any obvious connection to it until several years after Sarah became a McBain and moved there. 


Meanwhile, we made another confusing discovery, in a transcript of “marriages without a home yet” 


from a volunteer-built website for early Ontario records.” It was a list of marriage notices extracted 
from random editions of a newspaper published in London. London England, that is! 


The Canadian News, London England, Thurs., Feb 27, 1862: 


Jan 10th at London, Mr. John CLIFFORD to Miss Elizabeth KERMED 


Jan 10" at London. London Ontario, that is. And Kermed? Is that Middle Cornish for...green muppet? 
As far as we could tell, nobody named Kermed was ever born, anywhere. But the date of the record 
made sense, and the place became sensible after the double-take. It’s quite an incredible find when you 
think about it! But you’ve seen the spoiler, right back in the opening sentence, and it’s worth at least 
18 points if you can find a second K.’ To paraphrase the muppet, it’s not easy being Kermed. 


We had another line of evidence for Elizabeth’s name, and that was the vital records of her children. 
Not all of those exist, and many do not mention a mother’s birth name, but some do. If John and 
Elizabeth were married in 1862, then 1871 was the first time they were together in a census, and our 
first chance to pinpoint kids’ records. Here’s the family in Stephen Township." 
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1871 Census of Canada, 
Stephen Township, South Huron, Ontario (district 25A, division 1), pages 19-20. 


“You won’t. Scrabble has only one K tile. That fact is just one of a long list of Easter eggy details in the cover image. 


¥ This image is one of our manual originals, printed with a pocket full of quarters from census microfilm after a day-long trip and search 
c.1995. It is presented as a collage here because the family was split across 50 cents between John and Elizabeth. I just double-checked 
page numbering (which our print-outs missed) by repeating the search at Library and Archives Canada at 12:35 AM in less than a minute. 
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Two of Sarah’s younger siblings in this census were born in Ontario after 1867, but their registrations 
have not been found and were probably not made. But in 1876 (the year they are supposed to have 
moved to Manitoba), they finally registered a child in Ontario, and there was Elizabeth at last: 


Name and maiden surname of mother: Elizabeth Kernick 


Amazingly, the informant for the birth registration of Arthur Henry 
Clifford was his 10-year-old sister. It appears that John Clifford 
really didn’t like red tape. The birth was registered in Ingersoll, so 
perhaps they were visiting his family in Putnam for Christmas, and 
he found out he had been negligent (for 9 years). So he sent his 5. 
grader to take care of the legal paperwork, three months late in the 
middle of winter. Sadly, little Arthur didn’t live long enough to 
tease his father about it. He died before his first birthday. 


The birth of their next child in 1879 was registered in Manitoba” 
and her own name honours the maternal line, if imperfectly: 


Name Mary Ann Kernic Clifford 
Gender Female 
Birth Date 19 Dec 1879 
Birth Place R.M. of Rockwood, Manitoba, Canada 
Mother Elizabeth Kernick 


It will not surprise you to learn that her registration was delayed 
until 1931. Eventually, John Clifford and Elizabeth Kernick had 


Ontario Births, Oxford Co. (Ingersoll) 
Arthur Henry Clifford, 21 Sep 1876. 


at least 11 children’ between 1863 in Ontario and 1883 in Balmoral, Manitoba: 


1. Thomas, b. 1863 Ontario. 
u. William Henry George,® b. 1 Apr 1864 Ontario 
m. 16 Mar 1899 Annie Burge 
d. 1955 Manitoba. 
mu. Sarah Jane,&% b. 25 Jul 1865 Usborne, Ontario 
m. 28 Feb 1884 Alexander McBain 
d. 20 Sep 1941 Clandeboye, Manitoba. 
1. Elizabeth Ann, % b. 15 Oct 1866 Ontario 
m. 8 Jan 1890 John Berry. 
v. Ellen Sophia, ®&% b. 1869 Ontario 
m. 2 Dec 1889 Charles Hancock 
d. 1965 Manitoba. 
vi. John Francis, b. 10 Jul 1870 Ontario 
m. 26 Feb 1931 Isabella Burnett 
d. 2 Feb 1940 Stonewall, Manitoba. 
vu. Arthur Henry, b. 21 Sep 1876 Ontario 
d Aug 1877 Ontario. 


m. 26 Dec 1900 Fred Markland. 


* There is a conspicuous gap of six years between y, John and yj; Arthur. 


YX The double-helix symbol indicates 
that we share some autosomal DNA 
with other descendants Sarah Jane, 
and with the descendants of several 
of her siblings. 


Autosomal DNA is from the 22 pairs 
of chromosomes that are always 
inherited from both parents, unlike 
the sex chromosomes where Y-DNA is 
passed strictly from father to son, and 
mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) which 
comes exclusively from mothers 
because it is contributed by the egg, 
not the sperm. All can be (and are) 
tested and matched, but we have 
only taken autosomal tests. 


vi. Mary Ann,®% b. 19 Dec 1879 R.M. Rockwood, Manitoba 


_5- 


ix. Robert Marshall, b. 19 Dec 1880 Ontario 
d. 12 Apr 1959 Selkirk, Manitoba. 
x. Emma Clara, &% b. 6 May 1882 Balmoral, Manitoba 
m. 10 Jan 1906 Freeman Kernick Jordan 
d. 15 Apr 1917 Roland, Manitoba. 
x1 Albert Henry, b. 26 Aug 1883 Balmoral, Manitoba 
d. 2 Jan 1891 Balmoral Manitoba 


We’re still missing birth records for most of them (thank you John), but we also have that clue about 
Sarah’s birth in “Osburn, Ont.” left to explore. Back in South Huron, Ontario, we looked for relatives 
with her mother’s rediscovered surname. It turns out that Sarah was probably Usborne-born after all. 


The place was crawling with Kernicks! Kernicks around every kernyk! 


Two Thomases to Darlington 


iy here was a William Kernick, blacksmith, in Usborne from 1861 “A Daniel Kernick, 


blacksmith, before 1881." James (farmer) and George (blacksmith) were there for a while 

before they moved north to Muskoka. Elizabeth (still single) was with James in Biddulph, a 
few kilometers down the road towards London in 1861."" Thomas, blacksmith, was there ten years 
later too. In 1871, their ages ranged from 40 to 21, all born in England except the youngest, Thomas. 


It seemed that most came from Darlington Township, east of Toronto, where they converged in the 
1851/2 census of Canada West. This single family is an almost perfect match for all the adult Kernicks 
who lived in Usborne 19 years later (the 1-year-old on row | is from the previous family/page): 
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cea Census of Canada West, 
Darlington, Durham County, Canada West (district 6, subdistrict 42), section 4, Page 21. 


Other than missing a George (age 15 in *52, fitting perfectly between James and John above) and 
variant spelling, they are clearly the same Kernick boys, and apparently all brothers. None were 
described as blacksmiths, but the Bible Christian religion is fairly uncommon, so a useful identifier. 
The only problem we had was that it didn’t really matter because our Elizabeth wasn’t among them. 


-6- 
Theoretically, the family fit. She would have been about 11 years old at the time. Could she have been 
away with her father, perhaps? The mother of the family—another Elizabeth—was about to turn 45 
and apparently a widow. Although that census did not capture marital status, the “W” beside her age 
seemed like possible bonus information. But without a young Elizabeth, the theory teetered on the 
edge of oblivion, and with it our hopes of ever knowing our Kernick ancestors! Oh, the Kernickity! 


Until a few pages later: 
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1851/2 Census of Canada West, 
Darlington, Durham County, Canada West (district 6, subdistrict 42), section 5, page 16. 


It was our missing Elizabeth, a maid working for the Toll family in Darlington. It looked like we had 
found our Kernicks after all. For a change, the timing was good too, because the oldest children were 
old enough for us to find them in the first UK census in 1841. This we did. 
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1841 England Census, 
County: Cornwall; Civil Parish: Tintagel With Bossiney and Trevena; district 7, folio 27, page 4. 


The father of the family was Thomas, a blacksmith of course. Our little Elizabeth was just a month old 
on June 6, 1841. Told you our timing was good! And there’s George (we never did find him in ’°52). 


They lived at Trewarmett in the parish of Tintagel, Cornwall. If you zoom in on the cover map, you’ ll 


Sys 


find Tintagel on the coast, among the waypoints of our tale highlighted in red. Trewarmett is about a 
mile south. While you’re zoomed, read the blurb about Bossiney to the left of the S tile. It’s important. 


It is also important to note that the ages of adults in the 1841 UK census were rounded down to the : 
nearest five (5)—it’s possible that Thomas or Elizabeth was actually 35, but they could have been 39. 


Based on the 1852 census in Darlington, they had one more child in England (Francis), and then two 
more after they emigrated. Therefore they arrived in Canada West after 1843 and before about 1848. 
Later census evidence suggests it was 1846." Immigration records were not kept because the Province 
of Canada was a British territory and so British citizens were not crossing an international border. 
There are scattered passenger lists, but we’ve never found the Kernicks and are not likely to. 


So we know, by the birth of his Canadian children, that Thomas Kernick sr. was certainly here in the 
late 1840s, probably in Darlington (now Durham County), Canada West. The brief mystery of his 
disappearance was solved with this:* 


Registry of Burials by John Edwards, Bible Christian Minister, Darlington, 
filed 27 September 1851: 


Kernick, Thomas (49), Darlington: 
date of death 24 August 1850; cause of death "Intermiting fever" 


Thomas Kernick was buried just after his 49" birthday in 
September of 1850, shortly after the birth of his namesake son, 
and too suddenly after his arrival in Canada. The memorial 
inscription shows 1852, but this is certainly a production error. 
The record of his death was filed a year earlier, and the record oa: 
itself was part of a single chronological list of entries spanning 


the years 1850 and 1851. He was gone before the census in | tn att ye c é 


1852 (the census date was 12 Jan), and as we shall see, he was 


born no later than September, 1801. — ny el 7 mrTES , 
A century and a half later, another Thomas made the trip to “ s a —_ say 


Darlington with his family to visit the grave north of the city in zt fez fs Os ee ork. 
Bethesda Cemetery.’ This Thomas was two and a half years : #% 

old, and when he saw the weathered memorial stone and heard iS, f ft f £5 2. Sed 
how long ago Thomas Kernick had died, he was amazed. 


“Wow!” he said. “He must have died three times!” There’s bedi 0, ALI F Ps. 
some deep logic in there somewhere, and it reminds me that 
although every genealogy story is inevitably a tragedy— 
everyone dies at the end—that doesn’t make it sad, really. 


Except when it is. 


” Or they could have been even older, depending entirely upon the knowledge and rectitude of the person answering the questions. 
Probably not younger, for reasons about to be revealed. It’s also remarkable how much better the penmanship of the English census 
enumerators was (all the time, not just with this example) compared to most new world examples we’ve seen. 


* Thomas Kernick’s stone is visible using Google Street View from Bethesda Road. The road runs north-south on the west side of 
Bethesda Cemetery, near Tyrone Twp., Ontario. Zoom in on the gate in the chain-link fence north of the midpoint. You can’t read his 
name through the fence, but the marker is easily recognizable by the large chip on its right edge. 


Tears in Trewarmett 
Ww. ell return to Canada later (maybe after they get better at pens and chisels eh?) but for now, 


Cornwall calls! Thomas Kernick and Elizabeth (her friends called her Betsy) were married 
earlier than expected based on the age of their oldest in the census (William, born c. 1831). 


Page 8, 
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__ this Z rel Day of | 
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No. 52. 


Parish register for Davidstow, Cornwall 
Marriages 1813-1833, page 18 (FamilySearch image 12 of 20). 


Davidstow is also farther from Trewarmett than expected, which we took as a possible clue to Betsy 
Marshall’s home (it wasn’t), or a sign of needful haste (they hadn’t). The witnesses are obviously 
family, but were unknowable at the time. 


Their first child was John, baptized in the same church in Davidstow in March of 1826." Their 
residence was “‘Tarras Hill,” which seems to have been an area within Davidstow itself. The fact that 
Davidstow was not the home parish of either Thomas or Betsy (both are described as “sojourners” in 
the marriage record) but they were still going to church there, indicates that Thomas was probably 
working in or around Davidstow as a journeyman blacksmith.™ 


Then a daughter Elizabeth (April ’27), followed by a son Thomas (September ’28) were both baptized 
in Trevalga, north of Tintagel on the coast. At this point we were doubting that we had the right family, 
since the first three children had names we recognized but that were a decade or more out of order and 
all over the place. We had known that Thomas and Betsy had children named John, Elizabeth, and 
Thomas, but they were all supposed to be younger than William! 


Fortunately, their particular religious affiliation once again provided reassurance. Beginning with 
Thomas in 1828, all of Thomas and Betsy’s (English) children were baptized by a Bible Christian 
circuit minister from Michaelstow.*” This was a non-conformist (not C of E) denomination without the 
numbers to support dedicated churches. The travelling ministers kept excellent records however, and 
the ongoing consistency and detail of the baptism entries makes it clear that they were all within the 
same family. Here are some samples, as transcribed by Harvey Kernick (of whom, more later): 


2S 
Michaelstow Bible Christian Circuit Baptisms, 1822-1837: 


12 Oct 1828 
Thomas son of Thomas KERNICK of Trevalga (Blacksmith) and Betsy his 
wife, who was the daughter of William and Catherine Marshall was born 16 
Sep 1828 and baptized at Trevalga Church Town in the parish aforesaid by 
William Grigg 
27 June 1830 
William son of Thomas KERNICK of Tintagle (Blacksmith) and Elizabeth 
his wife, who was the daughter of William and Catherine Marshall was 
born 20 May 1830 and baptized at Trevalga in the parish of Trevalga by 
William Hooper Daniel 
10 Nov 1831 
Daniel son of Thomas CORNICK of Tinteagle (Blacksmith) and Betsy his 
wife, who was the daughter of William and Cathrine Marshall was born 3 
Oct 1831 and baptized at Trevalga Church Town in the parish of Trevalga 
by William Kinsman 
14 April 1833 
James son of Thomas KERNICK of Trevalga (Blacksmith) and Betsy his 
wife, who was the daughter of William and Catharine Marshall was born 30 
Mar 1833 and baptized at Trevalga meeting house in the parish aforesaid by 
Henry Welsh 


They sent a different minister every time, so spelling wanders here and there, but each used an 
identical format for the same essential content. There is a lot to learn in them. We see that Elizabeth 
Marshall was also Betsy. We have her parents’ names. We confirm that Thomas was a blacksmith, 
who was originally from Tintagel, not Davidstow (which as suspected must have been just a temp job) 
but that they stayed in Trevalga long enough for it to be considered home. The list goes on. 


By the time we got to the baptism of George in March of 1837, they were in Trewarmett, where we 
first found the family in the 1841 census. As for concerns about duplication in the names of the 
children, the explanation(s) are quite clear, and very tragic. 


On May 23, 1837 their oldest two children, John and Elizabeth, died in Trewarmett at ages 11 and 10 
respectively and were buried together at St. Materiana's Churchyard in Tintagel.” The cause of their 
deaths is not known, but their memorial inscription has been transcribed: 


Sacred to the memory of 


John 
Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Kernick of this Parish 
died May the 23rd 1837 aged 11 years 


Elizabeth 
daughter of the above 
died the same day aged 10 years 


Weep not for us our parents dear, it was God's wise decree, 
that we should early from you go to joys eternally. 


240: 
Thomas and Betsy named their next two children John, and Elizabeth (our ancestor) again. Both were 
born in Trewarmett, and baptized in the Michaelstow Bible Christian Circuit. Thanks to the start of 


civil registration in England in 1837, there are additional records; we ordered Elizabeth’s birth 
certificate from the UK General Register Office (GRO). 


CERTIFIED COPY OF AN ENTRY OF BIRTH GIVEN AT THE GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE 


Application Numbs PAS 846147/1 


REGISTRATION DISTRICT Camelford 


BIRTH in the Subdistrict of . Boscastle inthe . County of Cornwall 


Columns:- ! 2 3 4 5 
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CERTIFIED to be a true copy of an entry in the certified copy of a Register of Births in the District ahov 


e mentioned 


Given at the GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE, under the Seal of the said Office, the 22nd iy op January 2003 


BXBZ 767857 


CAUTION: THERE ARE OFFENCES RELATING TO FALSIFYING OR ALTERING A CERTIFICATE 
AND USING OR POSSESSING A FALSE CERTIFICATE SCROWN COPYRIGHT INPUT Ti a) 
WARNING: A CERTIFICATE IS NOT EVIDENCE OF IDENTITY. Ps i 


And then in 1845, tragedy struck the family again. Thomas jr.’s death was so shockingly awful that the 
coroner’s inquest made the news. I didn’t understand it until I saw a “steelyard balance.” 


West Briton newspaper, 16 May 1845: 

On Tuesday last, an inquest was held before Mr. GILBERT 
HAMLEY, deputy-coroner, in the parish of St. Gennis, on view of the 
body of Thomas Kernick. It appeared that on Saturday evening, 
deceased came to his master's house for a pair of steelyards to weigh 
some hay. They were given to him, and placed in front of the saddle, 
and he then went towards the hay rick. 

About ten minutes afterwards he was found lying in the road 
insensible, and a great quantity of blood running from him; he was 
taken to his master's house, and when asked how he became injured he 
said that on going through a gateway the gate fell on him too suddenly, 
and the crooks of the steelyards entered his bowels. A surgeon was sent 
for, but he died from loss of blood in a short time. 

Verdict, accidental death. 


Us 
The children of Thomas Kernick and Betsy Marshall: 


t John, b. 1826 Davidstow, Cornwall 
d. 23 May 1837 Trewarmett, Cornwall. 
u. Elizabeth, b. 1827 Trevalga 
d. 23 May 1837 Trewarmett. 
m. Thomas, b. 16 Sep 1828 Trevalga 
d. 11 May 1845 St. Gennys. 
Iv. William,@% b. 20 May 1830 Trevalga 
m. Abt. 1858 Ann Graham 
d. 5 Nov 1905 Huron, Ontario. 
v. Daniel, b. 3 Oct 1831 Trevalga 
m. Abt. 1853 Elizabeth Tuer 
m(2). 6 Apr 1905 Martha Brokenshire 
d. 15 Feb 1912 Usborne, Ontario. 
vi. James,@% 30 Mar 1833 Trevalga 
m. Abt. 1861 Sarah Carter 
d. 16 Jan 1898 Burk’s Falls, Ontario. 
vu. Mary Ann, b. 15 Nov 1834 Trevalga 
m. 18 Dec 1851 James Ball Tom 
d. 27 Dec 1911 Exeter, Huron, Ontario. 
vi. Jane, b. 11 Feb 1836 Trevalga 
m. Abt. 1860 John H. Millson 
d. 12 Apr 1904 Biddulph, Ontario. 
Ix. George, b. 25 Mar 1837 Trewarmett 
m. 22 Sep 1866 Jane Oke 
d. 21 Feb 1906 Oakland, California. 
x. John, b. 1 Apr 1839 Trewarmett 
fl. 1852 Darlington, Ontario. 
x. Elizabeth,% b. 25 Apr 1841 Trewarmett 
m. 10 Jan 1862 John Clifford 
d. 24 Jun 1922 Balmoral, Manitoba. 
xu. Francis, b. 15 Mar 1843 Trewarmett 
m. 6 Mar 1870 Elizabeth Rhode 
d. 1935 Oklahoma, USA. 
x. Catherine, b. Abt. 1847 Darlington, Ontario 
d. 26 Mar 1916 Orillia, Ontario. 
xiv. Thomas,’ b. 13 Jan 1849 Darlington, Ontario 
fl. 1871 Biddulph, Ontario 


We’ ve traced the lives of most of their many children, although some gaps remain. yy,.Mary Ann’s 
absence in the 1852 census in Darlington is explained by her marriage in 1851—she was already Mary 
Ann Tom. And we have no idea what became of x John and xry. Thomas. xpCatherine lived with her 
mother in Darlington until Betsy died in 1886, after which she moved to an institution for the 
developmentally disabled in Orillia.™ 


* The abbreviation /l. is short for the Latin floruit (to bloom, or to flower). It’s used in lieu of a missing birth or death fact, and it means 
simply that there is evidence for their being alive at that time and place. I always assumed it meant “found to be living.” Right meaning, 
wrong etymology. In more general historical contexts it often expresses a range, like the productive period of an artist, for example. 


* Like John and Elizabeth, Thomas was the next (son) born after the death of his older brother. 
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An earlier gap in our knowledge was a question about the absence of jy, Thomas and yy Jane from the 
family in the 1841 UK census. We found them together in a place which would lead us to the previous 
generation: Pencuke in the parish of St. Gennys. 


William and Catherine Marshall were 
Betsy’s parents. This record also 
raises the possibility that Thomas’s 
accident happened there, at his 
grandparents’ farm in Pencuke, 
although he may have begun an 
apprenticeship nearby when he 
turned 14. 


f 


Was his accident, along with the 
earlier deaths of his older siblings, a 
factor in Thomas and Betsy’s 
decision to leave Cornwall? Could it 
have even caused a rift with Betsy’s 
family? Did she regret the decision 


when Thomas sr. died just five years 
County: Cornwall; Civil Parish: St. Gennys; district 11, folio 15, page 2. later in Darlington? 


It’s tempting to speculate and imagine that we can relate to her feelings, but we should also remember 
that they lived with death in a way that we do not. It was not merely more common, but much more 
intimate; in rural communities the dead were prepared for burial by family and the men and women of 
the parish.” The Kernicks’ experiences were not unique; almost without exception, every family lost 
young children." 


The Marshalls of Pencuke 


use of her name(s); often she’s Elizabeth, her baptism was simply Betsey, and the full moniker 
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ey Betsy Marshall was baptized on July 28, 1805 in St. Gennys, Cornwall.*”" Records vary in the 


appears in the 1881 Canadian census as Betsy Ellen Matilda. 


Her parents were William* Marshall’ and Catherine Smeeth (full Smeething in the next chapter). They 
lived in a farming hamlet in St. Gennys parish called Pencuke (sometimes Penkuke) which William 
inherited from his father. He was a yeoman, which meant that he owned his land, unlike tenant farmers 
who paid rent; William had earnings from his tenants at Pencuke. The yeoman distinction clearly 
boosted social standing; they were careful to use it as a suffix. We’ve seen it in documents and 
newspapers, and even carved on their memorial stones. 


The holdings of a yeoman also had a useful consequence for our purposes: People who owned land 
wrote wills. Before the advent of the census, a will was one of the only documents that unambiguously 
connected siblings in a “snapshot” of the family beyond individual life events. Fortunately for us, they 
lived (or died, in this case) in a place where volunteers have been indexing wills for many years. 


* Anyone who pines for “the good old days” of their ancestors’ simpler times is revealing themselves to be a pampered idiot. Those 
bygone halcyon days of old are a childish cognitive fallacy rooted in survivorship bias and fertilized by ignorance, racism and a 
steelyard-ton of bullshit. The old days sucked and I can prove it. 


* The superscript digit for William’ is a reference to his generation in the paternal line of Marshalls, counting from the oldest we know of. 
He is William-the-fourth (in our telling). This helps distinguish him from William’, his father, and gives a sense of depth if you assume 
that every four generations is about a century. You’ll also find an ancestor chart near the end (and in bookmarks). 
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William’ died in 1851, and in his will" (written in 
1846), he singled out several of his children who 
appeared with him in the 1841 census, and one who 
did not. 


To his youngest son, J ohn” he left his land in 
Pencuke, and named him executor. His son 
Edward? was to receive £60 paid in 12 annual 
installments by John from the proceeds and rents of 
Pencuke. He didn’t mention his daughters by name 
but left them £5 each, and his granddaughter Jane 
“Cernick” £1. 


Then a mystery: Twenty shillings to his son 
William’. No birth record has been found, and the 
fact that he was left a token sum and was not part 
of the real estate inheritance implies that he was 
older and already settled. Perhaps he had already 
received land from his father or relatives in 
Pencuke or elsewhere. He is probably the William 
Marshall who witnessed the marriage of Betsy to 
Thomas Kernick, so had to have been an adult in 
1825. 


There is no room in the list of known children of 
William’ and Catherine for an older son, so he may 
have been a child of a previous marriage. This is at 
least feasible because William‘ did not marry 
Catherine Smeeth until 1803 when he was 28. 
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The will of William Marshall, yeoman, 
Consistorial Court of the Archdeaconry of Cornwall. 


The last clue is that a William Marshall was buried in St. Gennys in 1872 at the age of 75. That’s the 
right timing for him to be Betsy’s half-brother, but we’re still working on proving it. 


The children of William* Marshall: 
with an unknown spouse? 
1. William? (1797-1872, maybe) 


with Catherine Smeeth m. 6 Jan 1803 
u. Mary (1803- ) 


> w. Betsy &% (1805-1886) m. Thomas Kernick 


Iv. Catherine M% (1807— ) 
v. Loveday (1810— ) 

vi Ann %% (1811-1886) 

vu. Jenny (1813-1883) 
vi. Edward? ® (1814-1874) 
ix. Grace (1817-1888) 

x. John? (1821-1881) 

x_ Susanna (1824-1890) 


All of their kids (with the likely exception of William”) were baptized in St. Gennys and probably born 
at Pencuke. William‘ himself was baptized there in 1775, and his older sister Alice #4 (1771— ) is 
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another DNA connection. Their father was another William? Marshall, who died intestate (without a 
will) in 1790, the estate granted to his widow and “relict” Mary in 1791." Mary learned from it, and 
wrote a will of her own, proved in 1821. We’re not certain about the deeper ancestors, but we think 
that the Marshalls had been in Pencuke for several generations—it is mentioned in the will of 
William*’s probable grandfather, Thomas” Marshall, born c. 1715. The progenitor of the Marshalls of 
Pencuke may have been Roger’ Marshall, born in the late 1600s, but that also remains theoretical.’ 


A Smeeth Beneath Saint Genesius 


i: Gennys? parish church has been dedicated to Saint Genesius of Arles for over 750 years, but 
the building predates that dedication by perhaps 300 more, and its location has been the site of 
Christian baptisms since the 7" century. It is thought that the “modern” dedication was chosen 
for its similarity to an earlier Celtic saint named Gennys, for whom the parish was actually named." 
Regardless, it is an ancient place, famous for its solitary hillside perch near the highest cliff in England. 


The churchyard is on a steep slope, dotted with thin slate gravestones. Many inscriptions are faint with 
age and especially challenging for their numerous, small words—the local style favoured paragraphs. 
One of them is a memorial for the parents of Catherine Smeeth, the mother of Betsy Marshall. 


Sacred 
to the memory of 
Mary the wife of John Smeeth 
of this Parish who was buried Decem- 
ber the 9th 1779 aged 26 years 


Also in memory of John Smeeth 
(late of Tremorn Yeoman, husband 
of the late Mary Smeeth.) who was 

buried August 25, 1818 aged 72 years 


Also in Memory of Ann daughter 
of Jn & Eliz Smeeth and grand- 
daughter of the above M. Smeeth 
who was Buried June 6, 1816 Aged 1 yr 
Also in memory of William the son 
of the above Jn & Eliz. Smeeth who 
departed this life the 27th of May 1821 
Aged 1 yr. & 6 mos. 


Also in memory of the second William son of Jn & Eliz 
[continues below grouna] 


* This is a remarkable result, because it means that different people on different continents, using completely different records to research 
entirely separate families across seven or eight generations, arrived at a common genetic ancestor. Our trees are entirely independent and 
unrelated, until we get to the same parents for William* and Alice Marshall. Since we have nothing in common except our DNA and 
William? Marshall, it means that our trees must both be substantially correct. 


There is even more tree-validating evidence, in the amount of shared DNA that has been passed on from a given individual. Because it 
halves each generation, we can measure our distance from the common ancestor with surprising precision. Your chromosomes total about 
7400 centimorgans (cM). It’s a complicated statistical measure—1 cM is about a million base pairs in humans, on average—but you can 
think of it as the “length” of your DNA. A child inherits about 3,700 cM from each parent. Halve that again for grandchildren, and so on. 
After eight generations we expect about 28 cM remaining, and that is exactly what we share with descendants of Alice Marshall (who are 
one additional generation removed compared to our seven, thanks to the long generations we mentioned earlier). It blows my mind. 


* Thomas’’s will mentions a brother named Micaah. The only one that comes close is a Micarah baptized in St. Gennys in 1717 by Roger 
and Elizabeth. Roger probably died in 1745. No baptism has been found for Thomas? or for his son and executor William’, so it’s all 
possible but a wee bit thin. 


? Pronounced with a hard ‘G’ and rhymes with Dennis. In older records it is spelled St. Gennis; in oldest records, Sanguinas. 
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Catherine was the third and last child of John* Smeeth and Mary Bray; Mary died less than three 
months after Catherine’s baptism. J ohn‘ did not remarry, which is unprecedented in our records for a 
father of three young children: 


. Edward? (1774— ) 
u. John> (1776— ) 
>. Catherine (1779-1868) m. William Marshall 


All three grew to adulthood and are named in John* Smeeth’s 1818 will,**" as is his son-in-law 
William Marshall. Edward> and John> both married and had families, but we have not explored them. 
As aresult, we cannot make DNA matches yet in this generation. The genetic angle is also 
complicated by the fact that most other online trees have the ancestry of John* Smeeth wrong. 


The problem is that his father had a family that looks complicated and even unlikely. At first glance, 
the marriage register of St. Gennys parish seems to record several men named Edward Smeeth 
marrying over the 3 decades between about 1724 and 1754. The knots untangle when you realized that 
they’re all the same guy. John’ (the extraordinary fellow who never remarried after the death of his 
young wife) was the son of Edward’ Smeeth by his second of three wives, all of whom had multiple 
Smeethlings. 


At this point, most people abandon Edward and adopt Stephen Smeeth, the simpler father of a cousin. 


It’s a shame, because there is actually an unusual wealth of evidence for the fact that Edward? Smeeth 
(1698-1763) is our ancestor. Seriously, there is no doubt, at all. Starting with his children: 


with Sarah Ferrett (1706-1737) m. abt. 1724 
1 Christian M% (1725— ) 
a. Mary (1728-1748/49) 
um. Jane (1729— ) 


with Elizabeth Ward ( —1751) m. 2 Feb 1741 
wv. Edward’ (1741-1807) 
v. Sarah (1743— ) 
> vi. John‘ %% (1746-1818) m. Mary Bray 
vu. Elizabeth (1749-1797) 
vin. Mary ® (1751-1802) 
Ix. Ann @% (1751- ) 


with Elizabeth Baker m. 4 Dec 1754 
x. Grace (1755— ) 
xt. William (1757-1757) 
xi. William (1758— ) 
xm. Honour (1762— ) 


iS 


Granted, that’s a lot of kids. But the successive spouses’ deaths and his remarriages line up with each 
other and with the births and gaps between children. That doesn’t prove it was the same Edward each 
time, but allows the possibility of it. John*’s age at death of 72 in 1818 is a perfect fit for the John 
baptized in 1746 by Edward Smeeth and Elizabeth Ward (whereas John the son of Stephen was nine 
years younger). 


Secondly, Edward? wrote a will™” in 1759, before the birth of his last child, Honour. In it, he names 
daughters Christian (and husband John Elson), Jane (John Bray), Sarah, Elizabeth, Mary, Anne, and 
Grace, in order. He creates a trust for his “youngest son” William. He divides his land (East-smorn?) 
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between his “eldest son” Edward and “second son” John, and appoints them as goynt Executors with 
instructions to share and share alike. The bequests span all three of his marriages (and it required three 
pages to spell them out). 


His mention of Eastsmorn appears to be related to Tresmorn (aka Tremorn), inherited by John* and 
inscribed on his memorial. 


Finally (and I wish I could reveal it more dramatically, the way we discovered it) we share DNA with 
the descendants of siblings and half-siblings of John*. Not only does that prove their affiliation in the 
literal sense, but it also shows that we are correct about the Smeeth ancestry: J ohn*’s father must have 
been Edward* and—not coincidentally—their complicated family furnished the proof. 


Edward’ Smeeth was the eldest of four brothers and a sister, children of John? Smeeth and Mary —. 
He was baptized in St. Gennys on November 23, 1698.” 


John’ may have been the son of Edward' Smeith, baptized on December 14, 1670. 


Rootless in Tintagel 


central to the legend of King Arthur. Tintagel is his supposed birthplace, from which Merlin 
spirited him away to protect him from the enemies of his father, Uther Pendragon (literally 
“head dragon,” the top commander). 


aa f Tintagel, Cornwall has been sounding vaguely familiar to you, it’s probably because it is 


Two children of our Thomas and Betsy Kernick were similarly spirited away from Tintagel parish. In 
our case, that provided a census clue when we found them at Pencuke (head cucumber?) in 1841, 
which led us to Betsy’s Marshall-Smeeth family in St. Gennys. It helped that she had been baptized in 
the same place. 


But for her husband Thomas Kernick, we had no such good fortune. We knew he must have been born 
around 1801. There were a few possibilities before and after, but no perfect fit. How can you ever be 
certain which not-quite-Thomas, baptized by which set of unknown parents, is the right one? The two 
alternatives are to positively identify The One (with a well-timed event confirming multiple 
relationships, like a will or a serendipitous visitor in a census), or to rule out everyone who can’t be 
The One until you’re left with only...one One. The former looked unlikely and the latter seemed 
impossible, until we met our modern-day Merlin, Harvey. 


As far back as we can know, Harvey Kernick is not related to us. He may be karnek to our kernyk— 
shared toponymic surnames but from independent homonymic topoi —or our connection is simply too 
distant to prove, but he had been collecting and collating Kernicks for many years before we knew the 
name. Back in 2005, we discovered his One-Name Study”™ and dove in with excitement, only to find 
no one. Oh, he knew about Thomas Kernick, blacksmith from Trewarmett and Tintagel. And he knew 
of a line of Kernick blacksmiths from the same part of Cornwall. But he was as stuck as we were; 
nothing we had found could link Thomas to parents. No baptism record seemed to exist. No wills 
mentioned Thomas and no family seemed to be missing one. 


Harvey had two advantages over us. First, he lived in England, so he spoke the language and had 
access to records. Second, he had already looked at literally every Kernick born, married, buried, sued, 
bequeathed, arrested or otherwise noteworthy in Cornwall before civil registration, and had found 
homes for most of them. That allowed him to rule out records that belonged to other families. When 
that was done, Harvey had no leftovers for our Thomas. No one is One too fewer than one One. 


“LOL you think I’m kidding. 
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The earliest records we had for Thomas Kernick described his home parish as Tintagel, so Harvey and 
I concluded that he must have been baptized there—its parish records had been lost for the period 
before 1837—and we resigned ourselves to a permanent blank. 


That was almost 18 years ago. In the interim, a whole generation of treetemmings eager researchers 
jumped off a cliff in St. Ives (way down at the western end of Cornwall) in order to adopt the parents 
of a Thomas Kernick baptized there in 1805. The few who noticed the lack of solid ground were 
undeterred by the gebsmackineh-obyieus small facts that Thomas of St. Ives married a local named 
Jane Hicks, was not a blacksmith, had kids in St. Ives, and was living there happily in 1861 a decade 
after our Thomas was buried in Ontario. 


As they were clicking to St. Ives, they made a man with multiple lives. Wheeeeeee...splat. 


Recent developments have altered the landscape. The Tintagel parish clerks found...backups! Bishop’s 
Transcripts (BTs) had been copied by hand from the original parish books in about 1833. Very 
recently, those transcripts were themselves transcribed and shared by the fantastic Online Parish Clerks 
(OPC) of Cornwall. BTs contain essentially the same information as the original parish records, with 
allowances for human error and occasional lost details that may have been written-in to the originals 
after the transcript was made, or were out of place. 


Suddenly the Tintagel gap shrank from 230 years to four, I finally had a legendary tale to tell, and the 
answer to the riddle of how many were going to St. Ives is zero, dammit. Our oft-repeated search”*”” 
now shows two new results, one of whom is The One: 


Year Parish CircuitOr Chapel Forename Surname _ Father Mother 

1794 Teath, St. Joan KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1794 Teath, St. Joan KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1796 Teath, St. William KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1796 Teath, St. William KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1799 Teath, St. John KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1799 Teath, St. John KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1801 Tintagel Thos. KERNICK John Elizabeth 
1803 Tintagel George KERNICK John Elizabeth 


Do you see how the first three entries are duplicated? That’s because the parish of St. Teath has both 
their original parish records, and BTs. Tintagel has only the latter. 


Crucially, the details for both Thos. and George specify that John and Elizabeth Kernick were from St. 
Teath. We can’t say why the last two were baptized in Tintagel instead, but we can say that this is the 
family of our Thomas Kernick. His older brother John was also a blacksmith, and is undoubtedly the 
John Kernick who witnessed Thomas’s marriage to Betsy Marshall in 1825. 


The discovery is so new, and the St. Ives maladoption [sic] so widespread, that-we-car-tyetshow-any 
DNA- connections te-Thomas-s rediscovered siblings. But we-wHk Strike that! We already can. We 
added our discoveries to the DNA tree on a Tuesday night and we had new matches (indicated in the 
search results table above) proving us right on Wednesday. 


With both documentary and genetic certainty, Thomas” Kernick’s parents were J ohn* Kernick and 


* The fact that different transcribers working from different handwritten originals and hand-copied BTs came out with precisely the same 
spelling and facts is impressive, and a strong indication of the overall care taken in 1833 and 2023. 
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Elizabeth Carew (next chapter). They were married in St. Teath, Cornwall on Christmas Day, 1793. 


John* Kernick’s parents were J ohn? Kernick and Joan Kellow. They were married on July 15, 1770. 
We have reason to believe that Joan was John*’s second wife. Harvey Kernick proposed another 
generation instead of remarriage, but the groom would have been born in 1754. A 16-year-old 
marrying is very unlikely at best, and perhaps not even legal in mid-apprenticeship, as most teen boys 
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were. 


John® Kernick’s parents were probably William? Kernick and Mary Smith. They were married on April 
21,1718. 


William” Kernick left a will in 1761, and may have been the son of Petherick’ Kernick of St. Breward. 
St. Breward is where the earliest references to the Kernick name are found in England, or anywhere. 


In the end, our blacksmithy Kernick ancestors probably didn’t pulleth out that sword from yon stone 
and anvil, but they may have had a hand in getting it stuck there! And anyway, their inlaws’ 
Pencucumber salad must have been legend enough for one family. 
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Paintings by Harvey Kernick 
(a selection from his annual Christmas cards, 2005-2023) 
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Carew me off to Old Lanteglos 


ohn* Kernick’s wife, Elizabeth Carew was the daughter of William'! Carew and Elizabeth 
Bonney of St. Teath. William’s family was from nearby Lanteglos. The Carews are still a work 
in progress, so let’s just call it an “Edgcumbe” moment, and leave it at this:""” 


366 PARISHES OF LANTEGLOS AND ADVENT. FAMILY HISTORY,—PEDIGREE OF CAREW, 367 


PEDIGREE OF CAREW OF LANTEGLOS AND ST. TEATH. 
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Our Lifelines from Cornwall 


ess than 25 miles inland from Tintagel and St. Gennys, just off the southeastern corner of the 

cover map, is another farming parish, called Lezant. In the mid-1600s, a century before that 

map was being improved, the second son of a wealthy land-inheritor named Edgcombe (earlier 
Edgcumbe, later Edgecumbe) relocated from the old family estate (across the Devon border near 
Milton Abbot) to Lezant, Cornwall.” In spite of their proximity, he probably never met a Kernick, or 
a Smeeth. He may have heard of a Carew or two. 


One of his descendants, named Elizabeth, emigrated from Cornwall to the Province of Canada in the 
1840s with her family. They settled in Cobourg, Canada West, probably because her uncle had been 
among the first settlers there a decade before. 


Meanwhile another Elizabeth, this one named Kernick, emigrated from Cornwall to Canada West in 
the 1840s with her family. They settled just down the road from Cobourg, in Darlington.” You now 
know them rather well. 


In spite of their proximity before and after, the two Elizabeths had probably never met. 


* Although the DNA match with descendants of Elizabeth Carew’s brother Thomas is a good start. 
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Here’s where it gets weird and a little confusing: Elizabeth Edgecumbe married a guy named John and 
moved west to Paris (the one east of London). Elizabeth Kernick married a guy named John in London 
(the one west of Paris) and moved north to Usborne (just south of Zurich and Dublin). Their marriage 
was announced in the paper in London (the one south of Balmoral). They had a few kids in Usborne 


(the one a few miles north of Clandeboye") before moving west to Balmoral (the one a few miles 
west of Clandeboye”) in the 1870s. 


Elizabeth and John of Paris probably never met Elizabeth and John of Usborne, in spite of their mutual 
proximity to London (the one east of Osborne). Nevertheless, they also moved west. Perhaps they had 
heard that the winters were milder at La Riviére than in Paris. If so, they heard wrong because, to 
clarify, this La Riviére was the one south of Holland and Bruxelles, west of Osborne.””” 


By then, if you’ll forgive my restating of the obvious, everyone was in Manitoba, having never met. 

Elizabeth Kernick-Clifford’s daughter Sarah left Balmoral (not the one in Scotland) to marry a Scot 

named McBain. Elizabeth Edgecumbe-Williamson’s son George married a Rooke whose family had 
also come from Cornwall (believe it or not via a farm in Iowa, almost as if I had planned it). 


The families of the two Elizabeths, still strangers, still both in Manitoba, were living at a distance from 
each other greater than they had for several hundred years. Somehow, their grandchildren found each 
other anyway, connecting two parallel lines (with a kernyk here and there) all the way from England. 
Kelly and Irene married in Clandeboye, Manitoba on July 6, 1929. 


Elizabeth never met Elizabeth. They had much in common though, including long lines in Cornwall. 
March, 2023 


William Kernick 
d: April 1761 


Ancestors of Elizabeth Kernick-Clifford John Kernick St. Teath, Cornwall, England 
b: 1727 
St. Teath, Comwall, England Mary Smith 
d: January 1764 
John Kernick St. Teath, Cornwall, England 
b: 1771 
St. Teath, Cornwall, England Joan Kellow Thomas Kellow 
Thomas Kernick b: 1742 
b: 1801 St. Teath, Comwall, England 
St. Teath, Cornwall, England a: 1778 
d: 24 August 1850 St. Teath, Comwall, England 
Darlington Twp., Durham, Canada West 
Elizabeth Carew (William Carew William Carew 
b: 1774 
St. Teath, Comwall, England 
d: 1815 
Elizabeth Kernick Church Town, St. Teath, Comwall, England Elizabeth Bonney 
b: 25 April 1841 
Trewarmett, Cormwall, England 
d: 24 June 1922 William Marshall 
William Marshall d: November 1790 
b: 1775 Pencuke, St. Gennys, Cornwall, England 
St Gennys, Comwall, England 
d: 1 August 1851 Mary Marshall 
Pencuke, St. Gennys, Cornwall, England d: December 1820 
Elizabeth Ellen Matilda SOE SC SOE Edward Smeeth 
(Betsy) Marshall b: 1698 
b: 1805 St. Gennys, Cornwall, England 
St. Gennys, Cormwall, England John Smeeth ch: April 1763 
d: 30 October 1886 b: 1746 St. Gennys, Comwall, England 
Darlington Twp., Durham, Ontario St. Gennys, Cornwall, England 


cd: August 1818 
Tresmorm, St. Gennys, Comwall, England 


Elizabeth Ward 
c: December 1751 


Catherine Smeeth 
b: 1779 St. Gennys, Comwall, England 
St. Gennys, Cornwall, England 


cd: 23 April 1868 Stephen Bray 


Mary Bray b: 1713 
b: 1753 St. Gennys, Cornwall, England 


Cormwall, England 


St. Gennys, Comwall, England 
c: December 1779 
St. Gennys, Comwall, England 


Katherine French 
b: 1723 


St. Gennys, Cornwall, England 
ci: March 1763 
St. Gennys, Comwall, England 


a2] 4 


Image courtesy of Milan Lukes 
(a Clifford cousin) 


Elizabeth Kernick-Clifford 
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Notes and References: 


Still to do: 


The inevitable correcting. We try really hard to avoid substantive errors by citing proof or accepting 
blanks, but with the exception of the Smeeths, these branches are very new to us. If some of our 
criticisms of the “prior art” sound smug, it’s because we are. Duh. Prove us wrong. 


Kernicks of St. Breward and possible tie-ins to the Kernick one-name study. 


The Carew ancestry and Bonney family. The former requires some decisions about where to draw 
the line, and then we need to draw it. The latter seems to have possibilities, but as usual the many 
trees at Ancestry.ca are wildly inconsistent and almost entirely un-sourced crap. It takes time to get 
to know a family in an area, and then assemble something responsible with each relationship and 
event supported by available records. 


e Land records in Ontario can be a valuable source of information that predates other records by many 
decades, but other than a few tidbits, we haven’t taken advantage of them, and don’t really know 
what might be available and where. Thomas’s early death means that the Kernick land probably 
changed hands, and that generates entries in the land registry. 


e There is more to the Cliffords in England too, including some hypothetically very deep branches, 
but with some factually very shallow references that don’t seem to have improved at all in two 
decades, despite improved availability. Unfortunately, they weren’t from Cornwall. 


All on-line references retrieved February 2023. 


' Kitchin, T. & Hinton, J. (1750) A new improved map of Cornwall : from the best surveys and intelligences : divided into 
its hundreds shewing the several roads and true measured distances between town & town also the rectories 
vicarages the parks and seats of the nobility & gentry with other useful particulars : regulated by astronomical 
observations. [Map, Ca. 1:210 000 (W 6°30'-W 4°00'/N 51°00'-N 49°50’), 51 x 68 cm] 

Retrieved from: Bern UB Miinstergasse. 


" We maintain a carefully-compiled public tree of our Clifford family roots working back in time from Irene McBain 
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it’s free (although you don’t get much for nothin’), the spam is controllable in account settings, and we’d be happy to send 
you an invite to explore the tree and all of Irene’s known ancestors. 
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Transcript retrieved from: https://www.trentu.ca/library/archives/83-016 


*' Cornwall Online Parish Clerks (2023). Databases online, https://www.ope-cornwall.org/index.php. 
Baptism search results for John KERNICK, father Thomas. 


“" Camp, Anthony (2003). “Apprenticeship,” in Practical Family History, no. 64 (April 2003) pages 12-14. 
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